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Information
Dear Parents
Much excitement in school today at the news of ex Education Minister Gavin Williamson being awarded a
knighthood. It’s good to see the credit going where it is due.
Meanwhile back in the real world…
Exams - “Special Consideration”
With the strong likelihood that written exams will take place for GCSE and GCE this summer for the first time
in three years, we are starting to receive some enquiries about Special Consideration.
This is a process that is often misunderstood, so we feel it might be worthwhile explaining a couple of
important points here.
First of all, the school can only make an application for Special Consideration when it meets all the JCQ
requirements. In particular it is only available for circumstances that may have had a detrimental effect on a
candidate's performance 'at the time of the exam'. No allowance can generally be made for events leading
up to the day of the exam, such as absence or illness or bereavement or difficult social circumstances at an
earlier stage of the course.
Secondly, the amount of enhancement available is in practice very limited. The absolute maximum available
is 5%, which is reserved for very recent loss of a close relative or the terminal illness of a parent or the
candidate. At the other end of the scale a candidate who is on medication for stress or anxiety at the time of
the exam could expect to receive 1%.
Finally, for absence and/or illness on the day of the exam we would always recommend obtaining medical
evidence to lend weight to any application.
Uniform in Y7-11 - re-setting of expectations
Next Friday 11th March is due to be a NON UNIFORM (also known as “mufti”) DAY as part of the sub prefect
day of fun. However, we need to flag that from the Monday afterwards, mindful that the weather is now
getting warmer and we no longer need quite the same levels of ventilation to outside air:
1. Outdoor coats are no longer to be worn inside
2. Anything worn under a school blazer can only be a uniform item: school grey or green pullover.
Anything else will be confiscated.
The school shop still has a number of school pullovers, second hand, for £5 cash should a student want one.
Sixth Form Dress Code - re-setting of expectations
We recognise that over the past few months, there has been the need to be a little flexible with regard to
uniform, e.g. wearing coats in well-ventilated classrooms. However, as a result, it has been noticeable that
an increasing number of students have perhaps taken this flexibility a little beyond what is acceptable. Now
that the weather is warming and we are very much back in normal working patterns, we will be having a big
uniform ‘reset’. Students who are not in full correct uniform will be challenged and as of Monday 14th (which
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gives anyone without correct uniform items two weekends in which to purchase them) the following
sanctions will be applied if a student is not adhering:
● A week’s confiscation of any items being worn that aren’t part of the uniform (e.g. excess jewellery,
coats indoors, hoodies)
● Being sent home to change into appropriate uniform (e.g. if skirt is shorter than just above the knee;
not wearing a blouse underneath jumper; no blazer). Alternatively students can choose to borrow
an item of clothing from our sixth form stock to change into for the day - £2 deposit).
Please following the link below as a reminder of the Sixth Form Dress Code:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kf6f4OWNpni7vz6l-VHPvnV93gnXPIe1/view?usp=sharing
PE News
Good luck to Max Eke who is playing for England U18s this weekend vs France. We look forward to hearing
how he gets on.
Lacrosse This Week
Saturday 05/03/2022
Away to Bedford, parent transport. Post code: MK44 3TT. All information is on SOCS.
Monday 07/03/2022
U14 Lacrosse County Tournament
Girls will need to come to school in playing kit, only St Gs PE kit.
Return time ETA 6:30pm.
Wednesday 09/03/2022
U13 Lacrosse County Tournament
Girls will need to come to school in playing kit, only St Gs PE kit.
Return time ETA 6:30pm.
Thursday 10/03/2022
Senior and U15 away to Benenden
1:15pm depart, 9:00pm return
Saturday 12/03/2022
U12 County Tournament away at Bedford - AM timings TBC
1st, 2nd, U15A&B, U14A&B vs Wycombe Abbey - HOME 2:00pm start.
All match information is on SOCS.
Save the Date - Lacrosse Tour Final Fundraiser!
Date: Saturday 7th May
Location: St George's School
Event: Food, music and entertainment!

An evening not to be missed open to all adults' friends and family! Please come along and support
our last big fundraising effort.
More information to come in coming weeks but put the date in your diaries for now!
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Praying for peace
It has been lovely to see our young people respond in both practical and prayerful ways this week. We have
prayed in each of the four House Chapels the words below:
“God of peace, your prophet Isaiah promised swords would be turned into ploughshares, and your son’s
mother Mary proclaimed the mighty
would be put down and the humble
exalted: visit the people of Ukraine;
deliver them from fear, violence, attack,
injury, destruction, death; and give them
courage, solidarity and allies in their
hour of vulnerability and sorrow. Turn
the hearts of those bent on war and
invasion. Strengthen the hand of all
seeking to halt conflict, restore order,
and pursue justice. And make this
moment of peril an occasion for your
Holy Spirit to show your world the cost
of conflict and our dependence on one
another. In Christ our Lord, who went to
his death because of our hatred, and
rose again because our hatred is never
stronger than your indomitable love.
Amen”
We have been a collection point for practical things such as sleeping bags, clothes and toiletries, and on
Wednesday lunchtime some of us stopped to petition God on behalf of those who have found themselves
affected in any way by this conflict. The following came out in a DfE information sheet this week and may
be helpful to you if you are struggling to know how to communicate with your young person about this issues.
Help for school and college teachers, and families to talk to pupils regarding the Russian invasion of Ukraine
We believe schools and colleges are well equipped to handle any questions they may be receiving from pupils
or students regarding the Russian invasion of Ukraine, however, the Education Hub contains some useful
advice and resources for schools and colleges. This may also be useful for families and young people
themselves.
PSA QUIZ & CURRY NIGHT
We still have 7 tables left for the PSA Quiz and Curry night on the 12th March which is normally a sell out
evening. You can book either a table or individual tickets on the PSA shop site, bookings will close on Monday
so get your tickets while you can www.shopkeepeasy.com/stgeorges Food orders must be emailed to
rhysandjemma@googlemail.com by Monday morning at the latest please.
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR (Mon 7th - Fri 11th March)
Advance notice that the Library will be hosting its annual book fair next
week. Students will be able to browse the fair at break, lunchtimes and
after school and are able to use their World Book Day vouchers against
book purchases made at the fair. As usual, there will be a great
selection of books, posters and stationery, so please encourage
students to come and have a look. Your support is much appreciated
as the Library receives commission for any sales.

Trips
We
are delighted that some normality could be resumed and the trips to Florence and Iceland could go ahead.
Weather conditions in Iceland made the trip pretty eventful but despite this a good time was had by all.

Year 12 & 13 Florence
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Year 12 & 13 Iceland

Actions
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Thoughts
I sat next to this man on Wednesday lunchtime. I wondered what must have
been going through his mind at that exact moment; I paused to think what I
would be doing in his position; and I prayed that he would be given strength,
wisdom, clarity of communication, and an ability to inspire and encourage his
people. I wondered whether in his wildest dreams he imagined that his job as
a tv comedian would take him to be the President of Ukraine, and that whilst
in that privileged position he would end up waging war against one of the
world's military superpowers. Volodymyr Zelenskyy I would imagine…..had
never imagined any of that.
Ukraine has stood up to a bully. It has probably surprised everyone except
itself with its response and reaction to this crisis ( although that seems like a
wholly inadequate word). It has been shown to be resilient, defiant, resourceful, and to have proved again
that when people defend their nation with their heart and soul and unite together, great things can happen.
I write this on Wednesday not knowing what the rest of the week will hold, or what position either Zelenskyy,
Ukraine, Europe, Russia or the world may be in after a further 72 hours; such is our changing world. But
whatever befalls both him, or his nation during that time, both he and Ukraine would know that they have
done all that they can.
We recognise that there is nothing simple or straightforward about this conflict. People on both sides will
consider themselves to be in the right, on both sides innocent people will find themselves in untenable
situations - often battling with their own personal beliefs and ideas alongside their nation's ideology. And as
ever there will be those who find themselves caught up in the middle, just being in the wrong place at the
wrong time.
It is challenging to think about what we would do, if Britain was facing the same threat as Ukraine. As a
people we have not known a successful invasion since 1066, a 1000 years of peace and relative stability has
passed. Over the last few days TV images have given a clear indication as to what that may look like but I for
one cannot comprehend what that threat would be like or feel like for me as an individual. I am hoping and
praying that I will never know.
In a world that is being turned on its head; where alliances are crumbling and new ones are being created
and where we are dwarfed by the size and and complexity of the issues that we are facing, it was reassuring
and heartening to see that some 80 members of our community (both staff and students) came to petition
God for peace and care for those who have been displaced (on both sides) today. We recognize that our faith
may be small but our God is big, and through Him great things can be achieved.
This week we have stood with all of those involved, and in our own small and at times seemingly insignificant
way I am hoping that we will be standing with them for the days and weeks to come.
Miss B
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Signposting (click on each to find out more)
Last Friday Lucy Mortimer from ‘Mindful Space’ came into school to deliver a mindfulness taster
session for Year 8 pupils. This was to highlight the hugely popular course, which has been available
to St George’s students for the past five years. It was an introduction covering aspects such as
understanding the link between mind & body; how to respond to situations rather than react and
how to step back from unhelpful thoughts. It was a practical, visual and relevant session to help
foster resilience and emotional awareness.
More information about the Mindfulness in Schools Project can be found here:
www.mindfulnessinschools.org
In September, year eights will be invited to take part in a nine-week course. In the meantime, if
you feel that your child might benefit from 1:1 sessions outside school hours please get in touch
with Lucy using the email address below:
contact@mindfulspace.me
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PLAYING OUR PART TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
Harpenden Town Council
Funding is available for families and individuals living in Harpenden who are currently
experiencing difficulty paying their food or energy bills.
You do not need a referral, simply email harpenden.town.council@harpenden.gov.uk
(please include your name, address and phone number)
or call one of our Officers on 01582 768278.
St Albans & District Household Support Grant
Communities 1st is working with St Albans and District Council to distribute Household Support
Grants to people in need living in St Albans and surrounding districts.
Apply directly here St Albans Household Support Grant Application
Applications are being taken up until the end of March, so anyone wishing to apply should do so
as soon as possible.
Parental Survey 2021 – Hertfordshire Childcare Sufficiency
Are you a parent/carer with children aged between 0-14 years old?
Hertfordshire County Council would like your feedback on childcare to help us understand the
current market position and to help us plan for sufficient childcare places across Hertfordshire.
To give your feedback complete the survey

Parent Reps Needed
Do you have a child with SEND? Would you like to be part of the decision-making process for the services
that are put in locally, and the voice of families in the area of St Albans, Harpenden
and surrounding villages?
An opportunity has arisen for 2 new parent or carer representatives to join the DSPL7 board. This would
mean attending one meeting every half term on a Tuesday afternoon. HPCI will provide support through
training and regular meetings for parents/carers to share their experiences.
If you would be interested in this role, please contact Elaine Bridle, DSPL7 manager, for more information.
01727 519229

admin@dspl7.org.uk
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